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St Anne’s Primary Catholic School is a mainstream primary school which believes all
children have a right to the best education possible and that all pupils regardless of

any barriers to learning can and should attain their potential. This includes children
having special educational needs and explains why at St Anne’s Primary Catholic
School all teachers are teachers of children with special educational needs.
At St Anne’s Primary Catholic School the Special Needs Coordinator (SENCO) is Miss
Laura Foley.
At St Anne’s Primary Catholic School, we embrace the fact that every child is
different and, therefore, the educational needs of every child are different. We
strive to support all children to enable them to achieve their full potential at school.
In order to do this, many steps are taken to support them through their learning
journey.
Quality teaching is vital; however for some children there are occasions when
further additional support may be needed to help them achieve their targets. This
may be an indication of a special educational need (SEN), or may be a short term
need.
The SEN Code of Practice defines Special Educational Needs as follows:
"A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or
disability if he or she:



has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others
the same age, or
has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of
educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age
in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions."

Please see St Anne’s Primary Catholic School Special Educational Needs (SEN)
Policy.
In September 2014, the Government made changes to the law for children and
young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). For a
summary of the latest reforms please see New Arrangements For Supporting
Children And Young People With Special Educational Needs (Sen) And Disabilities

What is the Local Offer?

The Local Offer is a description of all the services available to support disabled
children and children with SEN and their families. This information should set out
what is normally available in schools to help children with SEN as well as
highlighting what support is available for families who need additional help to
support children with more complex needs. Please access the Derbyshire Local
Offer.
St Anne’s Primary Catholic School has carefully considered the following questions,
frequently asked by parents and carers. Below are our responses to these
questions.
1. How does St Anne’s Primary Catholic School know if your child needs
extra help?
We know a pupil needs extra help if:




Concerns are raised by parents/carers, teachers or the child
Limited progress is being made
There is a change in the pupil's behaviour or progress

If you have any concerns about your child's progress the initial point of contact is
your child's class teacher. You can also contact the SENCO, Miss Laura Foley.
2. Which assessments and identifications of needs are used for all SEND
pupils in school?




evidence from teacher observation and assessment
their performance against the year group expectations.
standardised screening or assessments tools

Diagnostic tests also help us to identify areas of weakness and to plan strategies to
develop these areas. Pupils will be retested at the end of a programme of work to
monitor progress and report attainment.
Tests which are used include:
Salford Reading Test; WRAT 4; British Picture Vocabulary Scale; Dyslexia Screening
Test, PUMA tests and PIRA tests.
We ensure that the information revealed from all these sources is used productively
to identify and plan the best provision for the specific needs of each pupil. We also
ensure that our pupils’ special educational needs are known to other schools and
colleges to which they may transfer.
As a school, the decision to place a child on our SEND register follows the assess,
plan, do; review cycle named in the SEND Code of Practice (2014)

Assess – this involves taking into consideration all the information from parents or
carers, the child, the teachers and assessments.
Plan – this stage identifies the barriers to learning, intended outcomes, and details
what additional support will be provided to help overcome the barriers
Do – providing the support or extra assistance for learning or learning aids as set
out in the plan.
Review - measuring the impact of support provided, and considering whether
changes to that support need to be made. This stage then informs the next cycle if
necessary.
3. How does St Anne’s Primary Catholic School support a child with special
educational needs?
All teachers at St Anne’s match the curriculum to the needs of the individuals in
their classes. The children are taught from their own starting points and set
personal targets.
If a pupil has been identified with special needs their work will be differentiated by
the class teacher to enable them to access the curriculum more easily. They may be
given an Individual Education Plan (IEP), which will identify manageable next steps
in learning for the pupil. Targets will be set and monitored by the class teacher.
IEPs will be shared with parents termly and a copy given to them.
Teaching Assistants (TAs) may be allocated to work with a pupil in a 1:1 or small
group to target more specific needs.
If more specific areas of education are identified on a child's IEP, such as spelling,
handwriting, numeracy or literacy skills, then the pupil may be taught in a small
group. This will be run by a teacher or a teaching assistant. The length of time of
the intervention will vary according to need. These interventions will be recorded on
the school provision map. If you have any queries about the intervention please do
not hesitate to contact the class teacher or SENCO.
Occasionally, a pupil may need more expert support from an outside agency, such
as Speech and Language Therapy or Occupational Therapy. A referral will be made,
with your consent and sent to the relevant service. After further assessments, a
program of support may be given to the school and parents/carers.

4. How will the curriculum be matched to meet my child's needs?

Teachers at St Anne’s Catholic Primary School aim to meet the learning needs of all
pupils by using a range of different teaching styles. These include: practical, handson activities; use of the interactive whiteboard; multi-sensory provision; outdoor
learning; collaborative group work and reflective independent working.
The curriculum will be differentiated accordingly to suit each pupil's individual
needs. This may include additional general support by the class teacher or by a
teaching assistant in class. Pupils may also be supported by differentiated resources
within school.
If a child has an IEP (see above) he or she will be supported in working towards the
outcomes identified on their IEP, wherever possible within the classroom. Some
smaller group work may take place in other quiet, purposeful spaces across school.
5. How do the teachers know how well my child is doing?
On a daily basis, teachers at St Anne’s review the teaching and learning in the
classroom and plan next steps in learning accordingly.
The interventions provided on the school provision map will be regularly reviewed
by all involved to ascertain the effectiveness of the provision and to inform future
planning.
Pupil progress meetings are held each term. This is a meeting where the class
teachers meet with the Head teacher, Deputy Head teacher and SENCO to discuss
the progress of pupils in their class. This shared discussion may highlight any
potential problems and allow for further support to be planned.
On some occasions, more formal assessments may be carried out to ascertain how
much progress has been made and to inform the next steps in planning for your
child. Such assessment may include reading or spelling age assessments. Your
child's teacher will explain any assessments they have used with your child.

6. How can I work with St Anne’s Catholic Primary School to support my
child's learning?
You can work with us by:






reading at home regularly - listening to your child and reading to them
supporting any additional activities that are sent home, either by school or
other agencies
sharing information about your child's strengths and areas for development
attending any parent’s information evenings or progress meetings that are
held in school
contributing to your child's IEP



being positive with your child and recognising the small steps of progress
they make

7. What support will there be for my child's overall wellbeing?
The school offers a variety of pastoral support for children who are experiencing
emotional difficulties.
These include:




Members of staff such as the class teacher and Teaching Assistants (TAs)
who are readily available for pupils who wish to discuss issues and concerns
Nurture group sessions
Playtime and lunchtime support for those who find these times challenging

The SENCo may also contact outside agencies for further advice and support.
8. What support is in place for behaviour, avoiding exclusions and
increasing attendance?
St Anne’s Primary School believes that everyone has the right to learn, the right to
feel safe and the right to be treated with respect. These rights are taught
throughout school and continually revisited and reinforced.
In order to promote British values and prepare our children for life in modern
Britain, a character strength, such as perseverance or tolerance, is introduced in
assembly. The children are then involved in identifying peers to be awarded
certificates for modeling that strength.
Teachers follow a positive behaviour policy, rewarding good behaviour wherever
possible. Please see our behavior policy. Children are rewarded for exemplary
behaviour through our house point system, whereby they are able to earn extra
play times. Each week the winning house is announced in our celebration assembly
along with our Stars of the Week, and every half term the overall winning team is
rewarded with an extra playtime.
In addition, the school may access support from the Behaviour Support Service
(BSS). The BSS is available to advise staff on behavioural needs, observe children
in class and work with children individually or in small groups. If we are accessing
the support of this service for your child we will inform you. Where individual work
is felt appropriate for a pupil we will ask for parental consent.
This service will provide support for families, pupils and the school if a pupil is at
risk of exclusion.
Where there are attendance concerns the Education Welfare Officer will work with
schools and families to support improved attendance.

9. What specialist services or expertise are available at or accessed by the
school?
There is a wide range of services available to provide teachers with more
specialised expertise. The main agencies used by the school are:















Speech and Language Therapy (SALT)
Occupational Therapy (OT)
Visual Impairment Team (VIT)- to support pupils with visual impairment
Behaviour Support Service (BSS)
Educational Psychology (EP)
Derbyshire Inclusion Team
Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS)
Autism Outreach
Multi Agency Team (MAT)
School Doctors Service
School Nurse
First Steps- Eating disorder and self-esteem charity
SSSEN Team- Specialist teachers for SEN
Crossroads- Domestic Abuse Services

There may be other services used dependent on the specific needs of a pupil.
10. How will my child be included in activities outside of the classroom?
St Anne’s is a fully inclusive school and we will always do our best to ensure that all
children can take part in all activities within school. Activities may be adapted or
extra support provided to ensure that all children can participate. Risk assessments
are carried out and procedures put in place to allow all children to participate.
Parents will be asked to contribute to discussions about how best to support their
child in these activities. If it is deemed that an intensive level of 1:1 support is
required a parent or carer may be asked to accompany their child during an
activity.
11. How accessible is the school environment?
St Anne’s Catholic Primary School is fully accessible to anyone with physical needs
including full wheelchair access. We have disabled toilet facilities and a chair lift.
As a school we are happy to discuss individual access requirements.

12. How will the school prepare my child for joining the school and
transferring to a new school?

Prior to entry, we will arrange additional visits and taster sessions to St Anne’s to
familiarise your child with the environment and the staff who will be working with
them. Staff from St Anne’s will also meet with you and any Pre-school staff to
discuss your child's needs and help to plan for a smooth, successful transition.
For children who find change a challenge we also organise transition sessions at the
end of an academic year in preparation for a change of teacher and classroom.
These involve talking about how things will change, how things will stay the same
as well as visiting new classrooms and teachers. All children in the school have a
"class swap" session where they meet their new class teacher.
When children transfer to a new school, information about their educational needs
is always shared with the receiving school and records passed on. At the end of
Year 6 staff from the receiving secondary school will usually visit the pupils at St
Anne’s and talk to them and their teachers about their individual strengths and
needs. Extra transition work may be carried out by school staff or the Behaviour
Support Service teacher to support those children who are more vulnerable at
transition time. Additional visits to the secondary school may be arranged if
necessary.
13. How are the school's resources allocated and matched to pupils' SENs?
The SEN budget is allocated each financial year. The money is used to provide
additional support or resources dependent on an individual's needs.
Support can take many forms and our guiding principal is providing the highest
quality education to all children. Support may include (but is not restricted to):






1:1 teaching sessions
Small group teaching
Additional teaching resources or practical apparatus
Teaching others in small groups to allow your child to be taught in a smaller
group by the class teacher
Accessing additional support from specialists

Additional support will be discussed with parents and the aim of the support
explained
14. How are decisions made about how much support my child will
receive?
The type and level of support will be discussed by the class teacher, SENCo and
Head teacher at pupil progress meetings. Provision will then be discussed with
parents. We hope to work in partnership with parents to achieve the best possible
outcomes for all our pupils. Where necessary, the SENCo will contact external
agencies, such as Speech and Language Therapy, for specialist advice as to how
best to support your child.

15. How will I be involved in discussions and planning for my child's
education?
The provision and its impact will be shared with you at termly meetings. The
Autumn term and Spring term meetings can be combined with the school's Parent’s
Evenings, although a longer appointment will be necessary. You can always make
an appointment to discuss your child's progress at other times of the year by
contacting your child's class teacher and/or the SENCO. Your own views of your
child's progress are very important to us.
16. How will my child be able to contribute their views?
Where appropriate to the child, they will be asked to contribute ideas about what
they feel is working or otherwise when individual plans are reviewed termly. Their
views may be gathered in an informal discussion with the child and from parental
contributions. Pupils may be asked; what's working, what do you like, what helps
you to learn/prevents you from learning?
The children at St Anne’s Catholic Primary School regularly evaluate their own
progress and so for a pupil with special needs this will be an extension of this
process.
17. Who can parents contact for further information?
If you wish to discuss your child's educational needs prior to starting St Anne’s
Catholic Primary School, please contact the school office on 01298 23589 to make
an appointment with the SENCO.
If your child is already a pupil at St Anne’s Catholic Primary School, the first point
of contact should be his or her class teacher. If you have further questions or have
any concerns, please contact the SENCO.
If you require information about the services available to young people and families
in Derbyshire please refer to the Derbyshire Local Offer.
We hope these have answered any queries you may have but do not hesitate to
contact the school if you have any further questions.

